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By Your Hosts at Lakeshore AVS 

The Board of AVSC and the members of Lakeshore African Violet Society of 
Toronto sincerely hope that you will attend our Convention and Show, “Canadian Gold”, April 29 - 
May 2, 2010 celebrating the 50th anniversary of AVSC. Our 50th is a very special occasion and this 
is a very special Convention and Show. We are departing from our old custom of having the 
Convention and Show under one roof in a hotel. For your hotel we have been very fortunate to 
obtain the services of The Old Mill Inn and Spa, a four star hotel in the west end of Toronto. The 
rooms are excellent, comfortable and beautifully decorated. The Inn is well known locally for its great 
food and it is a favourite venue for local companies and societies to hold their banquets. We will be 
no exception. The room rates are excellent and parking for those guests who come by car is 
complimentary! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy your inn in the trees, the beautiful Old Mill Inn and Spaé 

The flower show will be held in the Centre Square of 
Sherway Gardens, the best shopping mall in the west 
end of Toronto. This is the usual location for shows of 
your host society, Lakeshore African Violet Society, and 
some of you will already be familiar with it as a result of 
having visited those shows. This year the area of the 
Centre Square used for the show will be expanded to 
accommodate our expected guests and a larger number 
of exhibits. A convenient and complimentary  shuttle  bus  
service  will  transfer our guests between the Inn and 
Sherway. For your added enjoyment, Sherway Gardens 
has 201 shops and other services. 

The Old Mill Inn and Spa is set in the beautiful and well-
treed Humber River valley in the west end of Toronto. 
You will be able to take a walk across the quaint Old Mill 
Bridge, a Toronto landmark just steps from your hotel, 
and stroll northward through the heavily treed valley in 
Étienne Brulé Park or southward to the Humber River 
Marshes and Lake Ontario. The park is named for French 
explorer Étienne Brulé who, in 1615, was the first 
European to see Lake Ontario (and the site of Toronto) 
after paddling down the Humber River from Huron 
territory to the north. 

Your luxurious and highly rated inn stands in the ruins of 
“The Old Mill”. The first mill on this site was a lumber mill 

The Humber River valley looking north. 

The Old Mill Bridge 



built in 1793 to provide lumber for the construction of 
Fort York, the British military post that protected the 
Town of York   now known as Toronto. The ruins that 
you see on the site today are from the third mill built on 
the site which was a grist mill. The first Old Mill Bridge 
was built in 1837; the current one was built in 1916. 

In spite of its pleasant, country-like setting, the Old Mill 
area is just minutes from the bustle of the big city. A 
main artery, Bloor Street West is just south of the Old 
Mill. Toronto’s fast, efficient Bloor-Danforth subway line 
has a station (called “Old Mill” naturally) just four 
minutes walk from the Inn. From that station you can be 
in midtown Toronto in just 18 minutes. There you will 
find museums (Royal Ontario Museum, Bata Shoe 
Museum, Gardiner Museum of Ceramic Art) and 
upscale shopping in the Bloor-Yorkville neighbourhood. 
From that point, a quick transfer to the Yonge Street or 
University Avenue subways will see you in the heart of 
downtown in an additional six minutes. There you will 
find the Eaton Centre with 240 shops and other 
services, Toronto’s famous live theatres and sports 
venues such as the Rogers Centre and the Air Canada 
Centre. 

“Canadian Gold” will have all the usual features of an 
AVSC Convention and Show: a meeting of the AVSC 
Members, a meeting of the AVSC Board, an AVSA 
Judging School, judging of the show, a buffet dinner 
and presentation, an awards banquet, etc. The 
sequence of events may be a little different due to the 
two locations. Read the Schedule of Events carefully. 

Hoping to see you in 2010! 

Lakeshore AVS. 
 

To the left: Two views of Lakeshore AVS show in 
Sherway Gardens’ Centre Square in 2009. There will be 
more exhibit area in 2010. 
 

Article reprinted from Chatter, the Journal of the African 
Violet Society of Canada, Volume 54, Number 3, July-
September 2009. 

 

Your convenient “Old Mill” subway station, 
like the Inn, is also “in the trees”. 


